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Poetry Contest 2009
Jackie Robinson Elementary School

A special thank you to Ms. Cohen for coordinating your school's participation.

1st PLACE
Oh, Italy!
- Richard Obregon, 5th Grade

Mr. Waterman’s Class

Many trees so big and tall,
I don’t know which is tallest of all.
Ocean blue, so big and wide,
I wish I can go one last time.
The place is too good to see,
Italy is after me!
So many things you can see,
every person you can be
your eyes are white,
your face is blue,
you’re crowded with people,
including me too.

2nd PLACE
Santino At Carnevali
- Danielle Green, 5th Grade

Mr. Waterman’s Class

Carnevale brand and new
Carnevali comes every year
Carnevale, never makes us blue
It brings us pride and cheer!
Carnevali, like Mardi Gras
close cousins through the falls.
Carnevale is a celebration
we all come together in collaboration
I, Santino Marella love Carnevale!

3rd PLACE
Leonardo da Vinci Poem
- Akhila Hinton, 5th Grade

Mr. Waterman’s Class

The artist is perfect
He is a great kind
Who I just love to think about
when I use my mind…
His name is Leonardo da Vinci
He painted Mona Lisa
who hangs in the museums,
as I get some pizza.
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Buono’s Authentic Pizzeria
John Muir Academy

A special thank you to Ms. Yepez for coordinating your school's participation.

1st PLACE
Leonardo Da Vinci
- Matthew Obrique, 3rd Grade
   Ms. Silvia’s Class

Leonardo da Vinci was
   a creative artist.
To me, maybe because he had
   his pencil the sharpest.
His art would be displayed
   all over town,
even in the houses of the crowns.

2nd PLACE
There is a Carnevale in Italy from Leonardo da Vinci’s Perspective
- Victor Tellez, 3rd Grade
   Ms. Silvia’s Class

3rd PLACE
A Spectacular Person Who I’d Be in Famous Italian History
- Brian Kumar, 3rd Grade
   Ms. Silvia’s Class

The Carnevale paintings were
   so bright and colorful;
it made the place look so wonderful.
Brilliant reds, golds, and blues,
everything looked as it was new.

A place for me and you.
Leonardo is who I want to be
   because of what he drew.
Wonderful from beginning to end,
hopefully reading this poem
   will make you a new friend.

People admiring my colorful work,
I just can’t wait for the loud fireworks!
The colorful confetti in the sky,
I wait for a person in a big mask
   to pass by.
I love the wonderful masks that
   have a mystery;

I didn’t know that Italy had
   so much history.
I love to make my paint works divine,
to show the people at Carnevale
   having a great time.
Brilliant reds, golds, and blues,
the Carnevale is for me and you!

If there was anyone that I could be,
in the beautiful country of Italy,
a spectacular drummer boy
   I would be!
I would pound my drum constantly.
Fire works would rise and spark.

At the pounding of my drum,
the show would start.
The carnival would be no fun,
without a kid who plays a drum.
A drummer boy would be for me,
It’s fun, the Carnevale
   just can’t be beat!
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Poetry Contest 2009
Leland Street Elementary School

1st PLACE
Leonardo da Vinci
- Alexis Mitchell, 4th Grade

Mrs. Posod’s Class

Leonardo da Vinci, the artist in Italy
painted the Mona Lisa so beautifully.
Not only a painter, but also an inventor.
He was also a scientist, an architect,
   and a sculptor.
His inventions were often dangerous
His paintings were usually religious
and all the time gorgeous.

2nd PLACE
Armani
- Ariel Gonzalez, 4th Grade

Mrs. Ezratty’s Class

Around the world his fashions are seen.
Reds, blues, yellows, and greens.
Men and women’s colognes
   are enjoyed.
Able to make the world smile with
   his glamour.
No one can resist his Italian styles.
Italy is the country
Where he’s from.

3rd PLACE
Carnevale
- Yazmin Ramos, 5th Grade

Ms. Siriwardene’s Class

It is Carnevale night!
Musicians are playing their cheerful songs.
People are wearing masks that are fun.

Tonight, I would like to dress up as a famous
portrait painted by a wonderful man.
Do you know who I am?
I love her details, and serious smile because
her creator was Leonardo Da Vinci.
The Mona Lisa is right!

I want to enjoy the celebration with my friends,
Everybody is dancing under the starry night sky.
Carnevale night is fun!

A special thank you to Ms. Nishisaka for coordinating your school's participation.

Traditional food
during Carnevale
includes Venetian
cream fritters.

Did You Know?



12

Buono’s Authentic Pizzeria
Longfellow Elementary School

1st PLACE
Gondola Shmodola (And the Carnevale)
- Thomas Fleming, 3rd Grade

Mr. Edwards’ Class

In Venice, Italy, where there’s light,
I work all day and I work all night,
Manning gondolas left and right.
But when the Carnevale comes and stares,
I leave my work and go right there.

I’m a gondola worker, that’s no lie.
People come to get to work selling pies.
But out here I get little praise,
Until the Carnevale comes and lasts some days.

I choose this man for this reason:
He’s simple yet strong and never commits treason.
He’s used to water and so am I.
And occasionally his head’s in the sky.

I arrive at the Carnevale and put my mask to my head.
And everyone sees each other as an equal.
And who is noble and who is common has no real meaning.

A special thank you to Ms. Thornley for coordinating your school's participation.
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Poetry Contest 2009
Los Cerritos Elementary

A special thank you to Ms. Duthie for coordinating your school's participation.

1st PLACE
The Mona Lisa
- Geneva Estavilla, 3rd Grade

Finley/Duthie’s Class

I am Mona Lisa, I live in Italy,
Sometimes we have Carnevale,
Wearing masks you can’t tell,
Rich or poor, greater or more,
   doesn’t matter,
As long as you’re having fun,

2nd  PLACE
Italy – it’s a carnival!
- Mariana Alvarez, 5th Grade

Garcia/Duthie’s class

I am Mona Lisa, most important of all,
Among the masks, of demons,
Why and where? Why and where?
In Venice of course! At carnival!
I’ll tell you just stay there.
Strolling through the carnival,
   knowing I am best,
Most important of all,
Why and where? Why and where?
   I’ll tell you just stay there.
Everyone’s important here,
   behind those silly masks,
no one is more, no one is less,
Why and where? Why and where?
   I’ll tell you just stay there,
Nobody knows who is who,
   everybody in costume,
Demons alive, demons dead,
   Why and where? Why and where?
I already told you so, just stay there!
It’s Italy’s carnival!

3rd PLACE
Italy-it’s a Carnevale!
- Maisie Vilchis, 3rd Grade
  Stine/Duthie’s Class

I’m Picasso in disguise,
   hiding my identity,
Because I’m so wise,
I paint portraits of people,
On the streets of Venice, Italy,
Wonderful fried sweets, Juicy to eat,
Bon’ Appetit!
Demons everywhere
Mama Mia,
 They knock me off my feet!
Paint everywhere,
Have a seat,
But not too long,
For Carnevale is over
February 5th,
Bye bye Carnevale,
It was sweet!

Just like playing in the sun,
Behind my mask, you can’t tell if I’m,
Happy, sad, or glad,
But if eating fried sweets,
I couldn’t be mad,
After all,
I’m a beautiful painting,
On Italy’s boot shaped face,
And if I broke, I can’t be taped,
For I am The Mona Lisa,
And it is a happy Carnevale!
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Buono’s Authentic Pizzeria
Mary Star of the Sea Elementary School

A special thank you to Ms. DiTucci for coordinating your school's participation.

1st PLACE
Carnevale
- Lukas Brkic, 5th Grade

Ms. Blandon’s  Class

Carnevale is the only one.
Carnevale is really fun.
People dancing everywhere.
Dancing like they just don’t care.
Hiding their identity somewhere
   in the crowd.
People are singing very very loud.
The smell of pizza in the air
wakes the most fanciest person
want to stare.
Luca Toni is the one.
He makes soccer look so fun.
Playing ball in the street
with the best talent, he can’t be beat.

2nd PLACE
Country Fun
- Michael Sharma, 4th Grade

Miss Groden’s Class

Carnival, Carnival all the
   children shout about!
All the games and rides
   make people shout.

All the rides go left to right.
The old timers go pacing by,
and dancing by the old moon.

I would like to be a worker
   at the carnival,
To be there all year round.
This is Italy, what do you expect,
full of fun by every step.

3rd PLACE
Sweet Carnival
- Annabel Madrigal, 3rd Grade
  Ms. Di Tucci’s Class

Carnival oh how much I love you,
you always make me happy
   with dancing, singing,
parades, masquerade, balls,
   entertainment,
music, and parties.
How could I be without you.
I will miss you until next year.
Bye my sweet carnival.

Question, if you could choose
   any one person
in Italy’s history to be for a day
who would you be and why?
I will pick Galileo because
   he was among
the greatest astronaut
that ever invented the first telescope
He saw Jupiter and other planets.
He was born February 15, 1564
and died January 8, 1642.



15

Poetry Contest 2009
Mary Star of the Sea High School

A special thank you to Mr. Erb for coordinating your school's participation.

1st PLACE
The Symphony of Colors
- Heaven Ocampo, 10th Grade
  Mr. Erb’s Class

As the confetti fills the air
And the cheers of the
   crowd ring in my ears,
You can find me
Masked behind my art.

The world has become my canvas,
The symphony of color
Flows from my every stroke
Speaking to those willing to listen.

Bringing to life each sketch
Almost as if I could hear choirs of
Angels above me in the blue sky
And see God’s creation all around me.

For I am Michelangelo
Telling my story
With brush in hand
Following God’s plan.

Poet’s Choice
High School Award

1st Place

"The poems seem to just get better
ever year.  It's difficult to choose a
winner because all of them do
something or other in an interest-
ing and musical way."
     - Gerald Locklin, Ph.D.,
       Professor Emeritus of English,
       CSULB & Published Poet

One of the great traditions at
Carnevale is the lavish
masks worn by the people.
Mask artisans were
recognized with their own
guild in 1436.

Did You Know?
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Buono’s Authentic Pizzeria
Mary Star of the Sea High School

(Continued)

3rd PLACE
They Want to Celebrate Too
-  Carmen Mora

Mr. Erb’s Class

The Carnevale festive had
   started yesterday,
A celebration of history is what they say.
But someone who lives in poverty cannot
Enter so they just idle to do nothing but rot.

Why judge them, where have you been?
To not live in a house of bricks is a sin?
Oh why do you not let them be?
For someone to help them has to be me.

I would put myself in their situation
Working to survive, such a frustration.
The agony they have of not being rich,
To change it all from living in the ditch.

Now you let them into the grande festive
And now they can actually be restive.
The Carnivale has officially begun
For I was the person to help that one.

2nd PLACE
Voglio Vivere Cosi
   (I want to Live Like This)
-  Mia Taylor
   Mr. Erb’s Class

As I lay dreaming of Italy,
I hear the voice of Andrea Bocelli.

Passion for music, passion for life
Even when stricken by horrid strife.

At the age of twelve, he became blind
But his songs are gentle and kind.

He lived by never accepting defeat
With the loss of so much
   yet so complete.

His voice so powerful and
   quite alarming
But who can resist someone
   so charming?

He holds a profession with
   a voice so unique,
His strength and big dream is
   what I long to seek.

I’ll learn from his life and tie
   it with mine
To live life slowly – we have
   so much time.

Love and happiness is what
   you cannot buy,
Now in his words,
   “Time to say Goodbye.”
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Poetry Contest 2009
Seventh Street Elementary School

A special thank you to Mr. Colazas for coordinating your school's participation.

1st PLACE
Today is Carnevale
- Lily Katnic, 4th Grade

Mrs. Caycedo’s Class

Today is the Carnevale
I’ve decided to be
The world famous artist
Leonardo de Vinci!

For the masks are so beautiful
I know what I’ll do
I’ll make my mask blue
And I will add some jewels too!

It’s beautiful in Venice
During all the parades
While we listen to guitars
As we have fun all day!

The best is for last
Fire crackers galore
As I watch them fired
Down at the gelato store.

2nd PLACE
Italy – It’s A Carnevale
- Christian T. Treadway, 5th Grade

Mrs. Caycedo’s Class

Today’s the Carnevale!
Oh who should I be?
Maybe Leonardo de Vinci,
Painting a flower by a tree.

Many wonderful masks,
and lots of people to see.
Lots of fun rides
up and down the street.

People having fun
and walking around.
Make the Carnevale
The best in town!

3rd PLACE
At the Carnevale as Joseph
Barbera
-Hannah Peril, 3rd Grade
 Ms. Jacqueline Wong’s  Class

It’s time to go to the Carnevale
Everyone has a mask on
I will go as a famous artist
Joseph Barbera.
Born in Little Italy
This inspires me
Doing cartoons and other animations
I hope to see his art in Italy.

Poet’s Choice
Elementary School Award

1st Place
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Buono’s Authentic Pizzeria
South Shores Magnet School

A special thank you to Ms. Spinosa for coordinating your school's participation.

1st PLACE
Carnivale, Carnivale!
- Ian Showler, 4th Grade

Ms. T. Dye’s Class

At the Carnivale people
   dance and sing,
What a joyous, happy, wild thing.
Winter days, what a bore-
But the Carnivale is at your door.
A time to brighten up your mood,
With festivals and wonderful food.
So let’s all put masks over our face
To make everyone equal
   in this happy place.
A fire eater I will be
When I go to Venice, Italy.
Swallowing fire – what a fright.
Lighting up the dark of night!
Let’s call it a day
and deflate our floats,
Pack up the children,
   go home on our boats.
The fun is over, don’t shed a tear,
For Carnivale will return next year!

Kid’s Choice
Elementary School Award

1st Place

"The poems were fun to read,
funny, and interesting. I learned a
lot about things I didn't know
about Italy."
   - Blaire S.
      Kid's Choice Award Judge

Mischief and pranks are also
common during Carnevale,
hence the saying “A
Carnevale Ogni Scherzo
Vale,” anything goes at
carnival.

Did You Know?
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Poetry Contest 2009

3rd PLACE
Venice, Italy

- Lauryn Redreaux, 4th Grade
Ms. Dye’s Class

Venice, Italy is so sweet!
Jugglers, fire eaters,

and puppets in the street
Special sugary donut strips

Mimes and acrobats doing flips
Italy’s Carnevale. Wild fun for all.

Confetti, feasts, and masked balls.
Sophie Loren that’s who I’ll be.

I saw her once on TV.
She’s a role model just for me!

Flower shows and oh, what fun!
Don’t forget the celebration is for everyone!

South Shores Magnet School
(Continued)

2nd PLACE
At the Carnevale as Carlos Petrini
-  Bronwyn Bunnell, 5th Grade

Mrs. Hammond’s Class

For an Italian Carnevale I’ll be.
Someone you will never guess I would choose.
This cool person is Carlos Petrini.

His fame comes from hating fast food that oozes.
He thinks that food should be made with more care.
Slow Food with nutrition wins, fast food loses.

Carlos Petrini thought this was quite fair.
He said no to McDonalds in old Rome.
Yes to great meals that take time to prepare.

Wearing masquerade masks all made out of foam.
We’ll eat great Slow Food from all over our land.
Until Easter at Basileca’s Dome.

From now on Slow Food I’ll strongly demand.
Fast food is all super boring and bland.

Carnevale on the
Tuscany Coast is known
for its giant, allegorical
paper maché floats.
Other towns have
medieval-like jousting
tournaments.

Did You Know?
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Buono’s Authentic Pizzeria
St. Lucy School in Long Beach

A special thank you to Miss Arcieri for coordinating your school's participation.

1st PLACE
Michelangelo
- Desiree Garcia, 5th Grade

Miss Arcieri’s Class

Michelangelo could sculpt a flea.
Michelangelo has such glee.

2nd PLACE
Galileo and his Solar System
- Kaleike Lentz, 5th Grade

Miss Arcieri’s Class

If I was Galileo
I would be as smart as the stars

And get A’s on my telescope
And learn my mathematics

Eating pizza in Pisa
and staring at the Solar system
with the Sun and Moon
   beaming down at me.

And that is what I will do
if I was Galileo.

3rd PLACE
Galileo Galilei
- Luis Camarena, 5th Grade

Miss Arcieri’s Class

Galileo began his life in Pisa, Italy
in February 1564
His genius helped the earth
and was offered a
   chair for Mathematics
He stayed there for 18 years
and after that his brain went
   out of the universe!

He proved to people
that the planets’ orbit around the sun.
People got mad and they said
   not true, not true, not true!
People started teasing him
and said God made us the center
and planets orbit the earth.

So with his handy telescope
he changed the world forever.

He never went outside to play.
He always stayed in molding clay.

His father said no way
   to all his magic art.
He said stay in school but,
Michelangelo had a doubt.

He thought he could be an
   art master, not a disaster.

To all, now he is a star, a golden one.
He created the Madonna della Pieta

It was great
He knew it was fate.

Kid’s Choice
Elementary School Award

2nd Place
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Poetry Contest 2009
White Point Elementary School

A special thank you to Ms. O'Brien for coordinating your school's participation.

1st PLACE
Carnevale Sings To All
- Chyna Druskovich, 3rd Grade

Mrs. Johnson’s Class

People, people, listen here
Pavarotti sang at the Carnevale one year.
With his mask, and fancy clothes,
he sang and hoped, no one would know.
But even in costume, he could not hide,
that beautiful sound, that came from inside.
Carnevale is for the rich or poor,
you never know who’s who,
when they walk by your door.
This is a huge winter festival,
anything goes at Carnevale.

Masks can range from
your favorite pet to
aliens to figures of the
Renaissance period.

Did You Know?
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Buono’s Authentic Pizzeria
White Point Elementary School

(Continued)

3rd PLACE
WHO AM I?

- Christian Custard, 3rd Grade
Mrs. Johnson’s Class

Do you want to know who I would be
if it had to be someone from Italy?

We’ll get in my car, I’ll take you for a ride.
So fast, so fast…
I’ll make you cry!

With my foot on the pedal,
This is how I won so many medals.

I’ll take you on a track,
So fast you’ll never come back.

So buckle your seatbelt…hold on tight!
And I’ll take you on the ride of your life.

If you don’t know who I am already,
think about it…!

I’m Mario Andretti!

2nd PLACE
All In One Place
- Makayla Michaelis, 3rd Grade

Mrs. Johnson’s Class

Here I am, walking down the street…
So many important people to meet…
I’ve seen inventors, artists, explorers and more,
I wouldn’t be surprised if Galileo came out that door!
Now…don’t be fooled I’ve been here before
I’m just never really sure what the Carnevale has in store!
I love coming back to the Italy I know
Seems like before you blink it’s time for me to go…
Back on the road up and over the hills, all the way to China.
Every new day is full of adventures and thrills.
My mom always tells me, “Son just stay home.”
But I think she knows it’s in my nature to roam.
Maybe someday I’ll even meet you.
My Name? Marco Polo.
How do you do?
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Buono:
(Bwon-oh)

Good.

Buon Giorno:
(Bwone Jee-or-no)

Good Morning.

Buon Pomeriggio:
(Bwone Pom-er-ee-jee-o)

Good Afternoon.

Buona Sera:
(Bwone-ah Sar-ah)

Good Evening.

Here’s some Italian to help you feel even more at home
at Buono’s Authentic Pizzeria!

Buona Notte:
(Bwon-ah No-tay)

Good Night.

Buon Appetito:
(Bwone-Ap-eh-tee-toe)

(I wish you) a hearty appetite.

Ciao:
(Chow)

Hello/Goodbye.

Arrivederci:
(Ah-reev-a-dare-chee)

See you soon;
Until we meet again.
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